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SouthEastern Association for Clinical Microbiology 

Minutes of the SEACM Board Meeting 
    Embassy Suites at Kingston Plantation 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

November 2, 2011 
 

Call to Order 
The board meeting was called to order by Judy Venturella, President, on Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 

7:10 p.m.  Board members introduced themselves and stated their current position.  A motion passed to 

accept the July 2011 Board Minutes.   

Twenty two current board members attended: 
 

Kitty Anderson 

Chris Ayers 

Sandra Bandstra 

Melodie Beard 

 Carole Carter  

Robin Connelly  

Jeana Ferguson 

Jane Fouché 

Jean Garrett 

Barb Harrison  

Brad Irvin  

Jason Johnson 

Ray Kaplan 

Marilyn King Lewis 

David Lockhart 

Steve Muddiman 

Toni Nozar  

Mindy Nye 

Frankie Rice 

Mitzi Rumley 

Judy Venturella  

Albertha Woodard 

 

Six board members were absent: 
Valeria Hairston   Mindy Nye Barbara Shields    Theresa Stanley    Lisa Steed 

Wanda Webb 

 

Two incoming board members also attended: 
Susan Burks Doris Wallace 

 

One guest attended: 

Barbara Finkel 
 

Treasurer/ Mitzi Rumley  
Balance brought forward is 21,460.41 Total income as of 10/29/2011 is $65,820.41 Total expenses up until 

10/29/2011 are 19,023.66.  Total cash on hand is $46,796.75. Total cash and reserves as of 10/29/11 were 

$112,800.09  

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Membership & Meeting Registration / Melodie Beard 
There were 281 members as of 11/1/11 with 132 non renewals.  The breakdown of membership is as follows 

by state: 

48 from Virginia,  

90 from North Carolina, 

60 from South Carolina,  

65 from Georgia  

18 from other states. 

Workshop pre-registrants are 9 for the Parasitology (1); 22 for Nocardia (2); 39 for C. difficile (3); 39 for 

Gram stain (4); and 13 for Sequencing (5).  These numbers include speakers. 

For the general session, there are 83 pre-registrants.  The pre-registrants for the program by state are 8 from 

Virginia; 40 from North Carolina; 26 from South Carolina; and 21 from Georgia.   

   
 

Site/Judy Venturella for Lisa Steed 
Direct any problems to Lisa or Judy during the meeting. Additional discussion during the Site Selection 

discussion regarded the fact that the hotel was having some construction that we were unaware of.  

Additionally, the restaurant had limited menu due to the construction.  
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PROGRAM 2011/ Kitty Anderson 

Program is as scheduled with very few glitches.  The workshops on Wednesday were well received if not 

well attended.  The C difficile workshop was a little difficult to get together, but Ray Kaplan will moderate 

and will keep all the discussion in line.   

   

Corporate Liaison / Sandra Bandstra 

Sandra has door prizes 8-10 to be distributed at the exhibits.  She will be able to go around to 

vendors to distribute items.  It will be left to board members whether or not they get gifts.    

 

Exhibits / Brad Irvin 

There are thirty-three vendors for thirty-nine booths with 18 sustaining vendors.  The total vendor 

money is 21,400$.  The tote bag is a blue bag with half-sponsorship from Gen-Probe. The total for 

250 bags was 908.00 with Gen-Probe covering 600$ of that price. Microscope Services is provided 

a booth for providing all the microscopes for the meeting.  There was some discussion regarding 

Cepheid and whether or not they have a booth.   

 

Educational awards / Lisa Steed 

All award recipients are registered. 

 

SEACM Scholarships /Kitty Anderson 
There were 5 applicants for the scholarship award.  Suzette Bartley and Bette Jenson assisted Kitty on the 

panel.  The applicants; 1 from VCU, 1 from Emory, 1 from UNC, 1 from Wake Forest, and 1 from Medical 

University of Georgia.  Michelle Jones from Wake Forest Baptist Health Medical Center was chosen.  She 

was unable to attend this fall meeting but will attend a spring meeting. 

 

Site Selection/ Jane Fouché 

 November 7-10, 2012 the Renaissance Charlotte Suites in Charlotte, NC will be the meeting site in 

2012.  The exhibit space is large and the rooms are suites.   The cost of the room is 109$.  They do 

offer airport shuttle. 

 

Nominations/Jason Johnson 

242 ballots for the 2012 board were mailed out and 76 were returned with the following election 

results: 

 
President:  Jason Johnson     

President Elect:  Sandra Bandstra        

Secretary:  Robin Connelly     

Treasurer:  Mitzi Rumley 

 

At-large Directors: Carole Carter 

   Mindy Nye 

 

Area Directors:  North Carolina  Melinda Gamble 

   South Carolina  Doris Wallace 

   Georgia   Susan Burks 

   Virginia   Aaron Hill 

 

Publications/Barbara Harrison (no report) 
 

Website/ Steve Muddiman  
We had a discussion about pictures and website/Facebook and which type of pictures to put on the site.  

Steve will review before adding pictures.     
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Spring 2012 State Meetings –  
Georgia/ David Lockhart 

David has been discussing with supervisors possible topics for the Georgia Spring Meeting, but at this time 

does not have anything to report. 

South Carolina/Frankie Rice 

The meeting will probably be held in the same place as this year; but there is no definite plans as of yet. 

North Carolina/Marilyn King Lewis 

There was discussion as to whether to have the meeting in Charlotte and where the meeting could be held.  

There are no definite plans as of yet. 

Virginia/Jean Garrett 

The meeting will be held in Charlottesville, VA and possible topics include the most frequent deficiencies 

found during a CAP inspection, Blood cultures from a speaker from BD, and possible the implementation of 

the new CLSI breakpoints. 

  

By the January meeting, topics and speakers should be discussed and approved at the meeting and a flyer 

should be available with a date/time/place for sending out to membership. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
State Area Directors Spring Workshop Guide-  
Jason and Robin will attempt to update and revise this document prior to the January meeting.  A timeline 

needs to be included. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Vendors requesting membership list 
Melodie and Brad had requests from vendors for a list with addresses of all members of SEACM.  Because 

our lists had home addresses on them, this request was tabled until it could be brought before the board for 

discussion.  During the discussion, it was decided to review the constitution and previously passed motions 

regarding this item.  A review of the documents by the secretary post meeting has found that in 1989 the 

membership list was available for the sustaining membership fee and would only be available to those with a 

primary interest in education.  The term was “list” with no mention of addresses. 

 

Fall Meeting  

Jane mentioned we will need to know if we have a format change for 2013 that we will need to know. There 

was a lot of discussion about compressing the schedule and days of the week.  Using Survey Monkey is a 

possibility to survey our membership on trying to increase our attendance at the fall meeting. E-mail 

addresses must be re-downloaded to Steve for him to send out group emails.  Additional discussions will take 

place in January regarding change of format after review of discussions from the retreat. 

 

Topics for the fall meeting were discussed at a meeting following the board meeting. 

 

Job Description Reviews on the Web Site do not reflect changes passed and included in the Board 

motions.  Those should be reviewed for possible inclusion in the Job Description. 
  

Winter Board Meeting  
The Winter Board meeting will be January 14, 2012 at Hyatt Place at Arrowood in Charlotte NC.  

Snow plans are for the following weekend.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Robin Connelly 

 


